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(Bromus diandrus), and sweet fennel (Foeniculum vulgare). The area also contains chaparral
species that exhibit post-fire regeneration through basal sprouting. These native species include
lemonade berry (Rhus integrifolia), laurel sumac (Malosma lauring), and blue elderberry
(Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea). Isolated patches of California sage brush (Artemisia
californica) occur in the vicinity of the Study Area, but contiguous blocks of coastal sage scrub
(CSS) are rare and occur only sporadically. In general, the site does not contain habitat suitable
for the California gnatcatcher, particularly habitat suitable for breeding.

METHODOLOGY

Protocol surveys for the coastal California gnatcatcher were performed across the Survey Area,
with an emphasis on areas containing suitable coastal sage scrub habitat. Surveys were
conducted in accordance with the 1997 USFWS guidelines, which stipulate that during the
breeding season six surveys shall be conducted in all areas of suitable habitat with at least seven
days between site visits. Kevin Livergood (TE-172638-1) and David Moskovitz { TE-084606-1)
conducted the protocol surveys on May 9 through June 13, 2013. No surveys were conducted
during extreme weather conditions (i.e., winds exceeding 15 miles per hour, rain, or temperatures
in excess of 35°C/95°F). All areas of suitable habitat were surveyed on foot by walking slowly
and methodically. Taped vocalizations and “pishing” sounds were utilized to elicit a response
from gnatcatchers that might be present. Table 1 provides a summary of gnatcatcher survey
dates and ambient conditions.

Table 1: Dates and Weather Data Recorded for the Esperanza Hills Project Site Surveys

Date Biologist Start End Temp °F Cloud Cover Wind
Time Time | (Start/End) (Start/End) (Mph)
May 9, 2013 K. Livergood/ 0700 : 1100 50/64 Broken/Isolated 0-1

D. Moskovitz

May 16, 2013 | K. Livergood 0700 | 1130 57/69 Overcast/ Overcast | (-1

May 23,2013 | K. Livergood 0730 | 1130 63/64 Overcast/Broken 4-6

May 30,2013 | K. Livergood 0845 | 1130 66/71 Overcast/Clear 4-6

June 6, 2013 K. Livergood 0810 | 1030 65/68 Overcast/Scattered | (-4

June 13, 2013 | K. Livergood 0615 | 0845 63/65 Overcast/Qvercast 3

RESULTS

No California gnatcatchers were observed within or adjacent to the Survey Area during the 2013
breeding season protocol survey.
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